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AGM Minutes 
 

 Of the Meeting held on Tuesday 9th September 2014 at 7.30 pm – at St. Ives Town Hall 
 

Present:  
Colin Saunderson (CS) : Fenstanton PC 

Margaret Lumb         (ML) : Bluntisham PC 

Mike Newman  (MN) : Pidley-cum-Fenton PC 

Dave McCandless (DM) : Speedwatch Co-ordinator 

Keith Sisman  (KS) : Upwood PC 

Peter Smith  (PS) : St. Ives Town Council 

Jean Chandler  (JC) : Co-opted member 

Jeff Nicholl  (JN) : Earith PC 

Noel Baker  (NB) : Wyton-on-the-Hill PC 

Bob Hare  (OM) : Neighbourhood Watch 

Eda McPherson  (EM) : Holywell-cum-Needingworth PC 

Brian Burpitt  (BB) : Earith Speedwatch 

Andy Street  (AS) : Cambridgeshire Police 

Andy Bush  (AB) : Hilton Speedwatch 

Owen McLaughlin (OM) : Secretary 

 

 

1 Welcomes & Apologies   
 
OM chaired the meeting for the initial items.  
 
Apologies had been received from:  Graham Bull, Lesley Craig, Margaret Shardlow, Kate Williams 
 

2 Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman 
 
One nomination had been received from Lesley Craig who wished to nominate Margaret Lumb as Chairman. 
JC seconded. OM asked if there were any other nominations for Chairman.  There were none. The meeting 
voted unanimously in favour of the nomination. 
 
No nominations had been received in advance for the role of Vice-Chairman. PS nominated Colin Saunderson 
and EM seconded. There were no further nominations. The meeting voted unanimously in favour of the 
nomination. 
 
ML took over the chairing of the meeting at this point. 

 



 
3 Minutes - To approve Minutes of  the meeting on 8th  July 2014 
 
ML asked if the meeting could approve, without amendment, the minutes of the last meeting held on July 8th 
2014. MN proposed: JN seconded.  All were in favour. 
 
 

4 Matters arising from the Minutes 
 
Road Safety Spending:  
ML had received an email from Steve Criswell in response to queries relating to the reduced County Council 
spending on road safety. According to DfT figures this had dropped to less than £39,000 in 2012 from a level of 
£400,000 the previous year. SC believed that there was an error somewhere in the data and that spending had 
actually been £250,000. 
 
Hill Rise Traffic Lights: 
OM had written a letter to Richard Ling at CCC expressing RSC concerns at problems with the traffic lights on 
Houghton Road and proposing that ‘intelligent’ lights be the answer.  No response had yet been received. 
 
Market Street:   
JC said there was a fire service publicity campaign with leaflets urging motorists to park responsibly. The RSC 
should try and get hold of some of these leaflets.  
AS thought they might make a difference but what was really needed were kerb markings.  
 
Blue Badge Holders: 
CS said he was doing a stint to stop blue badge holders parking outside the corn exchange and causing 
obstructions.  While he was there a lorry had had to reverse 90 yards down the road. He had rung 101 but had 
no joy from them.  He will now try all the councils involved to get some action on this. He will also write to the 
CCC, listing areas where they have let us down.  
 
AB asked if it was actually an offence to cause an obstruction.  AS said that was correct. 
KS asked if that was also true of parking on pavements and leaving no room for pedestrians. AS confirmed 
that was correct as well. 
 

5 Correspondence 
 
Donation from Hemingford Grey PC: 
OM had received a letter with a cheque for £120 from Hemingford Grey.  He had sent a letter of thanks on 
behalf of the RSC. 
 
Letter from the Department of Transport: 
OM had written on behalf of the RSC in support of the DfT proposals to increase the number of points for 
people caught using their mobiles while driving. He had received a response which is attached to these 
minutes. (Appendix 2). 
 
AS said it hard to know if mobile phone usage had gone down or not. Penalties have gradually increased but 
has usage decreased? 
EM said that she saw more people offending. 
AB wondered who, if anyone, actually gets hit by the highest penalties. 
AS pointed out that it was hard to enforce if you are in a marked police car.   
DM added that it was unfortunate that Speedwatch have been banned from reporting people who are seen 
using mobiles. 
 
 
 
 



 

6 Review of Active Items 
 
Item 31 Hill Rise / Houghton Road  - Maps #17 & #31  
Issue There is concern about the pedestrian crossing at Elm Drive. Lots of children use this. There is a 

waiting area but there are no rails. The problems arise when too many children use it at once. 

NB questioned whether the traffic lights at Hill Rise/ Houghton Road junction were sequenced 

correctly. Drivers were jumping the red lights.  

Also there is an application to build another 200 houses on remaining holes of golf course in St. 

Ives. The exit from the new estate will be on High Leys. This could compound the problem 

described above.  

Action: OM to write requesting CCC to consider intelligent traffic lights. 

Meeting 

Comment 

ML asked if there was any further word on the planning? 

LC thought that there was  an application on the way 

Item 32 Market Street / Station Road St. Ives – Map #46 

Issue The corner is very tight so that buses going round it completely block the road. Whenever a 

disabled driver parks outside Petzone it can bring traffic to a halt. This means virtually the 

whole of the one way system around the Quadrant. The new bus stop here has made problems 

much worse.  

There is often a problem with disabled badge holders some of whom think they can park where 

they want. But unless there is a physical obstruction little can be done by the police. 

Meeting 

Comment 

AS thinks we all share the same view on this issue 

ML described an incident she saw while driving. One person caused total chaos. She wondered 

if one (or more) of the parking spaces in station road could be suspended.  

AS said the shop keepers might not be happy with that.  

PS said there is a meeting tomorrow where this will be discussed.  

AS said ideally you should suspend all the parking along there. 

BB also said you have loading bays which are full of cars. 

EM said it wasn’t too bad before the bus stop was there. 

PS said that many of the buses are almost empty anyway.  

JC observed that there is a time waiting limit on Station Road but it’s not being enforced. 

 
7 Review of Remaining Items  
 
Item 4: B1040 Wheatsheaf Junction 
ML reported that Envar are keeping the foliage cut back 
 
Item 5: Earith: 
JN said there was no change here. 
AS reported that the police had recently had a camera van just outside Earith to the West and had caught  20 
speeders in an hour. 

 
Item 6: Low Road, Fenstanton.  
DM said there was still a 25% speeding problem in Low Road. 
 

Item 23: Guided Bus Route, North Road 
CS said there seems to be an unwritten convention between buses on how to pass here, but dozy car drivers 
mess things up. 
 

Item 25: Traffic from Fenstanton crossing Harrison Way 
CS said there is a real need to reduce the speed limit with all the new housing. HCVs are causing problems for 
kids on the pavement.  
 
Item 29: St. Ives cycle paths 
There are problems with cyclists not using the cycle paths. 



. 

Item 35: Marley Road/Burleigh Road 
PS said that St. Ives TC are pressing for a 30MPH limit here and he has chased it up. 
DM asked about the active speed displays.  PS said that this suggestion had simply been rejected. It is not 
considered to be a priority 

 
Item 37: Speeding in Kings Ripton  
DM said this was as bad as ever.  He had received a letter from the Chair of Kings Ripton PC asking 
Speedwatch not to abandon the village. 
 
Item 38: Thorndown School: 
PS said that the school extension is now open. The St. Ives TC have put in a bid to improve the crossing on 
Hill Rise.  
 
 

8 St. Ives and Area Cycling Strategy 
 
PS asked for comments on the drafts that had been circulated. 
The meeting felt strongly that the villages should be included in the strategy. Money is being made available 
for a cycle path to bypass the railway bridge in Bluntisham to join up with Needingworth cycle path. 
 
PS agreed that they should include the routes out to the villages. But it’s hard enough to join up the routes 
within St. Ives itself. Lots of different maps exist which contradict each other. What we need is for CCC to look 
at all the places people cycle and to say if it’s acceptable. If it isn’t they should say ‘no cycling’.  
 
ML asked who we should approach. 
PS said that there is someone who has responsibility for cycling paths.  
JC thought it was Stuart Bell.  
LC said it is Patrick Joyce within CCC 
 
AS said the point about co-ordination is important. We need to go out to the villages and give advice where 
appropriate.  
PS said that one thing that came out recently was the attitude of people to bells on bikes. Some people 
consider bells to be aggressive. AS said this was an education issue.  
 
OM said RSC reps should put these ideas in front of their PCs and schools.  He added that Richardsons are 
involved in a bicycle theft campaign. 

 
9 RSC Web-Site and Publicity – Safer Cycling Article 
 
AS has created a publicity piece for ‘The Bridge’ based on PS’s article. ML said that the article was very good.  

AB asked if cycles are allowed to ride on footpaths. AS said they could ride on footpaths but not pavements. 
 
PS said his safety piece was aimed at cyclists who will be caught out by the dark nights. 
AS wanted this to be taken out to the villages to find if there is an appetite for training. 
 
AS asked if we have any standing with the county? ML said she thinks we do have credibility.  
NB said we should go to the CCC road safety department first. 
 
JC mentioned the conspicuity campaign which the police used to do. Perhaps we should ask ROSPA if they still 
do this?  
Action:  OM to contact ROSPA to find out. 
 
ML asked what we should do now. 



AS said he would speak to his contact at the Hunts Post.  Perhaps to arrange a meeting including PS. 
KS asked if we can get the villages involved as well. 
 

10 Speedwatch Report 
 
DM gave out statistics relating to Speedwatch activities in the St. Ives and Ramsey sector from Jan 1’st 2010 
to September 2014 (Appendix 1). In that time Speedwatch had done 1747 sessions, clicked 332,059 vehicles 
and clocked 40,049 who were speeding.  Previously no-one was keeping any stats but Speedwatch can 
confidently claim to have reduced average speeds over that period. 
  
The other problem is that despite this achievement a new system is coming in which requires personal ID data 
to be collected. DM had objected and has done no sessions since the beginning of August. No letters at all are 
now being issued which is a reprieve for the  491 speeders detected in sessions since the beginning of August 
in the St. Ives and Ramsay sector . DM has put this problem before the RSC for it to decide what to do. 
 
AS asked what are other areas are doing? DM said they are doing sessions with the new system but they don’t 
know the implications of this. Data can be compromised. Also, all volunteers have unique user IDs which could 
be used instead of names. 
ML asked what happens next. 
DM said that the rules are being revised to say that volunteers have to be visible to reduce the number of 
letters being sent out.  The ultimatum is to comply or leave Speedwatch.  
AB said they have also been shut down since the start of August. There is intransigence on the part of the 
police and it is not DM’s fault.  Road safety is being compromised because sessions are not being run.  
JN thought we should write to them. 
EM thinks we should wait and see what happens. 
KS said that he was told we were not following the rules. He emailed them a copy of the rules and this claim 
was then removed. We have been following the rules and we have been effective.  
ML said it would be interesting to see if speeds now go up. 
AB said that the number of repeat offenders has gone down dramatically.  
AS thinks the committee will be in order to comment. DM and Speedwatch do a fantastic job and it would be a 
disaster if it were to go. 
DM said there are moves to edge him out. 
JC said that she would be concerned if we got involved in this at the present time. Speedwatch have no voting 
rights on the committee. We should stick to our traditional role.  
 
The meeting voted on a proposal to write a letter in support of Speedwatch activities without going into the 
details of the dispute. 
 
Vote: 9 in favour, 1 against to write a letter supporting Speedwatch activities.  
 

11 Reports from Members 
 
EM: She said there is concern about the entry and exit to the new Tesco store at the roundabout. Lorries can’t 
get in and there is not enough parking. 
(AS commented that they weren’t expecting it to be so busy). 
 
AS:  The police are doing a schools parking week. All schools will get at least one visit. We have already 
delivered some tickets.  (KS asked if this included Upwood.  AS will look into it). They have also got 2 new 
PCSOs 
 
BH:  The  Walking Bus is being instigated this week. Also, some workmen’s barriers in North Road are 
blocking the street.  
 



KS: There have been 2000 complaints a week about the new lamps. Also the village is devastated by 
suspension of Speedwatch. 
 
PS: Reported very bad parking at the junction of Shakespeare Rd and Dryden Rd. 
 
NB: They are trying for a grant to bring the speed limit down from 50 to 40 on Sawtry Way. He had written  to 
police and received a reply to say it wasn’t necessary. The police did not back it which upset him. He thinks 
this is just an excuse because it can’t be enforced.  (AS thinks they need some evidence such as accident 
rates).  
 
CS: There were 60 comments on Shape Your Place about blue badge holders blocking access outside the 
church. CS put notices on 2 cars and told them he was reporting them to the police. He went down with a seat 
and sat down next to the kerb. (AS has some plastic signs for the islands which will be going up in a couple of 
days). 
 
 

12 AOB    None 

 
OM mentioned the accident Q1 2014 road accident statistics from the DfT which had been circulated.  
Fatalities increased by 4% in the 12 months to March 2014 compared with the same period in 2013. The 
figures for killed and seriously injured increased by 7% for both cyclists and motor cyclists. 
 
AS said that the motor cyclist was very seriously injured in the recent accident on the A1123. 
 
 

13 Next 3 RSC Meeting Dates 
 

Tuesday  November   11th 

Tuesday  January    13th 

Tuesday  March   10th 

 

 

 
 



 

 

Appendix 1 



 
 

Appendix 1 cont. 



 
 
 

 
Dear Owen McLaughlin, 
 
Driving while using a mobile phone 

 
Thank you for your letter of 24 July, addressed to Patrick McLoughlin, about the use of 
mobile phones while driving. I have been asked to reply. 
 
The Government fully appreciate your Committee’s concerns about the continuing reckless 
and illegal use of mobile phones by some individuals while driving and are well aware of 
the road safety risks caused by the use of mobile phones in these situations.  
 
The penalties for these offences are already significant.  For a prosecution, courts have 
the power to disqualify an offender from driving, for which there is no upper limit, or to 
impose three penalty points and a fine of up to £1,000 (£2,500 if driving a bus, coach or 
goods vehicle).  Alternatively, the offender may be offered the option of a fixed penalty 
notice of £100 with three penalty points.  If this behaviour is repeated, an individual could 
quite easily accumulate sufficient points for a court to disqualify them. 
 
Guidance for prosecutors and courts means that the use of a mobile phone should be 
treated as an aggravating factor when considering charges or sentencing where there has 
been a collision or other incident.  This could lead to prosecution for dangerous driving, for 
which there are mandatory minimum periods of disqualification.   
 
It is important that the right balance of penalty measures are used to ensure that 
enforcement is effective and that casualty savings can be achieved.  We are currently 
commissioning a contract which will aim to gather a representative figure for the level of 
mobile phone use by drivers across the country.  Following this we will consider how 
drivers can be further deterred from committing this offence.  
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
JOHN DOYLE 

 

 

Owen McLaughlin 
St Ives and District Area Road 
Safety Committee 
71 High Street 
Earith 
Huntington, Cambs 
PE28 3PP 

Department for Transport 
Great Minster House 
33 Horseferry Road 
London 
SW1P 4DR 
Tel: 0300 330 3000 
 
Web Site: www.gov.uk/dft 
 
Our Ref: 113271 
Your Ref:  
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